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PROFESSIONAL IDENTITY

Nebraska and New York City twist through everything I make. The braid started with a paid
newspaper byline in Lincoln at age ten, and it tightened at Columbia University's Oscar
Hammerstein II Center for Graduate Theatre Studies, where I took my MFA. I wanted both places
at once, and the wanting did the twisting: prairie and metropolis, page and stage, the spoken
sentence and the signed one, crossed and recrossed through five decades of small press
publishing, script analysis, literary writing, and teaching. The work recovers forgotten voices and
values; the tension between the two homes gives it pull. I have belonged to the Dramatists Guild
since 1984 and hold memberships in the Authors Guild and PEN America.

NEW & FEATURED

DO HARM
Nosocomial Disease and the Institutions That Manufacture the Harm They Promise to Cure
Technology - 2026

A physician asked the author in 2002 whether he knew the word nosocomial, meaning the illness a
patient walks in without and walks out carrying, and neither he nor any of his graduate students
did. The book takes that word apart, from the Vienna maternity ward of 1847 where Semmelweis
proved the doctors were the weapon out to the prison, the asylum, the classroom, and the parish,
and it runs its own five-condition test against its own central claim and prints the failure.

No, I Will NOT Be Your Friend
A Book About the Few Who Are Ideas & Inquiry - 2026

One afternoon at the end of rehearsal an actor crosses the spike tape and says six words, I want to
be your friend, and the author’s warm reply, told for thirty years as a comedy, takes this whole
book to confess. The audit runs the lifelong blanket rule against the word’s deep history, sworn
brothers, bushels of salt, and the button that performs the old three-part ceremony for strangers
by the billion, and closes with the few who are, Janna Sweenie’s chapter on Deaf name signs
standing in her own words.



The Rented Mind
Education, the Unstealable Property, and the First Generation Asked to Borrow Its Own
Intelligence ldeas & Inquiry - 2026

The offer of this decade is intelligence as a service, cognition metered by subscription across a
dependency chain that includes a power grid, and the book opens with the April 2025 Iberian
blackout that called the loan. Against the lease it sets the deed: a century of failed funerals for the
classroom, the minds that crossed borders and outlived camps, and the ten-to-twenty-year rebuild
that ends at the memorized republic.

Back to Willowbrook
The Slow Winning and Fast Losing of Disability Rights in America Language & Deaf Culture - 2026

Written with Janna Sweenie, this is the record of American disability rights won and reversed,
from the 1881 ugly laws through Willowbrook, Section 504, and the ADA to the 2026
memorandum and the eighty-hour Medicaid rule. Her Deaf testimony runs through the archive in
the first person, and the account holds to press time, July 11, 2026.

The Necessary Art
Aristotle's Six Elements in the Clinic, the Courtroom, the Proof, the Blueprint, and the Republic
Ideas & Inquiry - 2026

Before the eighteenth century fenced the fine arts, every discipline that composed was an art. This
book clears four forgeries taught in Aristotle's name, then reads five working professions with the
six elements of the Poetics, from the Padua anatomy theater to the two Nurembergs.

COMPLETE CATALOG

The full record, 69 titles across seven shelves, grouped by the taxonomy of BolesBooks.com.
Fractional Fiction transforms public domain works through systematic synthesis with
contemporary research; each novel begins with a classic source text and builds an original
narrative on established dramatic frameworks.

IDEAS & INQUIRY - 24 TITLES
No, I Will NOT Be Your Friend: A Book About the Few Who Are (with Janna Sweenie) - 2026

The Rented Mind: Education, the Unstealable Property, and the First Generation Asked to
Borrow Its Own Intelligence - 2026

The Necessary Art: Aristotle's Six Elements in the Clinic, the Courtroom, the Proof, the
Blueprint, and the Republic - 2026

Barbarous Ancestors: A Natural History of Rule by the Dead, from the Cadaver Synod to the
Séance Court - 2026

The Synthetic Cause: How the Confederate Idea Went Race-Neutral, Machine-Made, and
Learned to Call Itself Truth - 2026

The Magnificent Loser: A Dramatist's Reckoning with William Jennings Bryan - 2026

The Rented Crowd: Counterfeit Applause and the Manufacture of the Public Mind, from Nero's
Payroll to the Bot Farm - 2026

The Nearest Hand: Silver, Stimulus, Silicon, and the Five-Century Story of Who Gets Paid First -
2026

The Brittle Self: A History of the Fragile Mind, from the Glass King to the Simulation - 2026
Beyond the Burial Tree: The Seizure of the Native Dead and the Unfinished Return - 2026
In My Mind I'm Standing Up: A History of Recantation and the Coerced Word - 2026
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Commissioned Monsters: A Labor History of Fear - 2026
Tomorrow as Tribute: The Politics of the Burnt Future - 2026
RelationShaping: Field Studies - 2026

The Claimed Body: How American Institutions Divided the Human Organism Among Themselves
- 2026

The Human Universal Beautiful: How Civilizations See, Shape, and Rank the Human Form -
2026

The Broadway Machine: Forty-One Houses and the Architecture of an Art Form - 2026
Miscast: Who Owns the Story on Stage? - 2026

From Genius to Joke: How We Betray the People We Should Remember - 2026

Go to Every Funeral: How Grief Defines the Living - 2026

Abandoned in Place: Cultural Criticism - 2026

Beautiful Numbness: Art, Sedation, and Twenty-Five Centuries of the Standing Ovation - 2026
The God in the Wire: Technology, Meaning, and the Empty Shrine - 2026

The Failed City: An Autopsy of Urban Collapse - 2026

TECHNOLOGY - 12 TITLES
DO HARM: Nosocomial Disease and the Institutions That Manufacture the Harm They Promise to

Cure - 2026
The Two Letters: The Golden Record, the Desert Warning, and the Direction of Human Hope -
2026

The Black Ram: The Single Beast Behind the Sacrifice, the Heresy, and the Purge, and What the
Cast-Out Can Still Do - 2026

Synalosis: The Single Shape Behind the Hunt, the Siege, and the Watch, and What a Target Can
Still Do - 2026

The Eighteen-Minute Lie: How a Fake Number Convinced a Century It Had Lost Its Mind, and
Who Got Rich Selling the Cure - 2026

Not My Thing: How We Teach Cruelty to Cure It, from the Armband to the Diversity Seminar -
2026

The Off Switch: Money, Property, and the Power to Switch Off a Life - 2026

The Scientific Aesthetic: An Operating Theory - 2026

UNDERWRITTEN: The American Experiment in Public Broadcasting, 1967 to 2026 - 2026
Carceral Nation: How the Prison Escaped Its Walls and Made a Panopticonic Society - 2026
Selling Saturday Morning: Television, Advertising, and the Making of the Child Consumer - 2026
The Counterfeit Bargain: What We Gain and Lose When We Accept the Fake - 2026

FICTION & DRAMA - 11 TITLES

Ischia is Burning: A Novel - 2026

The Apothecary of Mantua: A Musical Drama in Two Acts (book and lyrics) - 2026
The Borrowed Saint: A Horror in Five Skins - 2026

The Dark Matter People: A Novel - 2026

Cat Heads in Space: The Body Problem: A Novel - 2026

The Last Living American White Male: A Novel - 2026

Passage Land: A Multigenerational Novel - 2026

What the Light Carries: A Book of Temporal Correspondence - 2026
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Touching Everything, Holding Nothing: Twelve Stories of the Extraordinary and the Alone -
2026

The Wound Remains Faithful: A Tragedy of Nora - 2025
Mother Narcissus: Autobiographical Fiction - 2016

FRACTIONAL FICTION - 10 TITLES

The Wergild: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026

The Likeness: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026

Standard Deviation: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026
Civility Certified: A Dossier Novella - 2026

The Somnambulist's Prophecy: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026
The Corollary: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026

The Held Land: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026

The Kinship of Strangers: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026
The Inheritance: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2026

The Dying Grove: A Fractional Fiction Novel - 2025

SERIES - 2 TITLES

The EleMenTs Trilogy: Beneath the City - The Invisible Hand - The Reckoning (young adult
fantasy) - 2026

The Westborough Crusaders: The Year Before the Wire - A Farewell to Shins - The Stopped
Clock (young adult literary trilogy) - 2026

LANGUAGE & DEAF CULTURE - 6 TITLES

Back to Willowbrook: The Slow Winning and Fast Losing of Disability Rights in America (with
Janna Sweenie) - 2026

Beyond the Hands: Non-Manual Grammar, Discourse Structure, and Sentence Types in
American Sign Language (with Janna Sweenie) - 2026

Depicting Space: Advanced Classifier Morphology and Spatial Grammar in American Sign
Language (with Janna Sweenie) - 2026

Arm Angles in American Sign Language: A Study of Proximal Articulation in Signed Discourse
(with Janna Sweenie) - 2026

Day One: Learning American Sign Language in 24 Hours (with Janna Sweenie)
American Sign Language Level 5: A Field Guide for Advanced Communication Techniques

ANTHOLOGIES & ARCHIVES - 4 TITLES

What the Land Remembers: Essays from Prairie Voice - 2026
Best of David Boles, Blogs: Volumes 1 through 16

Best of Boles Bells: Volume 1, Pressing Over 50 - 2026

Boles Books Tribute to Howard Stein: Volume 1, 1948 to 2013

CURRENT VENTURES

David Boles Books Writing & Publishing
Editor, Author, and Publisher - 1975 to Present

Independent publishing house creating impactful narratives that inspire reflection and reset moral
compasses.

DAVID BOLES - CURRICULUM VITAE PAGE 4



PrairieVoice.com
Publisher - 2025 to Present

Literary journalism examining rural American life, where forgotten voices and values of the past
are reignited.

Human Meme Podcast
Host and Creator - 2016 to Present

Ideas about living a human life and how we choose to propagate knowledge; available on major
podcast platforms.

Boles.ai
Al Instigator - 2023 to Present

Research in artificial intelligence applications for translation, teaching, and entertainment.

ASL Opera
Founder - 2023 to Present

Bringing Sign Language interpreted performances to worldwide opera stages, fostering inclusivity
in global art spaces.

United Stage
President - 1982 to Present

Advocacy organization where playwrights become their destiny by directing their own plays.

Script Professor
Script Doctor - 1990 to Present

Script editing, rewriting, ghostwriting, and dramatic consultation for television, film, radio, and
stage.

Hardcore ASL
Author and Instructor - 1988 to Present

American Sign Language instruction and textbook authorship, online and in person.

ACADEMIC APPOINTMENTS

City University of New York

Lecturer - September 2010 to July 2016

Founded and developed the American Sign Language program of study at a CUNY professional
school; multi-campus adjunct appointment with research responsibilities.

California Charter School System
Approved ASL Instructor - 2007 to 2014

State-certified instructor serving students across multiple California counties, including Ocean
Grove, South Sutter, Sky Mountain, and Connecting Waters Charter Schools.

University of California, Davis

Visiting Professor - April to September 2005

Visiting professorship with the UC-Davis Program in Sports Medicine; conducted research on
cardiac arrhythmia in student athletes.

University of Medicine and Dentistry of New Jersey
Instructor, School of Public Health - 2002 to 2006

Taught a humanities curriculum integrating dramatic and literary perspectives into medical
education.
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Rutgers University
Instructor, Department of Theatre Arts - 2001 to 2006

Theatre Arts and Speech instruction; created Drama of the Body (2002), an original production for
Deaf audiences.

New Jersey Institute of Technology
Instructor - 2001 to 2005

English, Literature, Composition, and Dramatic Arts instruction for engineering and technical
students.

New York University
Instructor, Department of Applied Psychology - 2000 to 2001

American Sign Language instruction within the psychology curriculum.

Fordham University
Instructor - 1999 to 2001

Critical analysis and argumentative writing at the Bronx campus.

The College of New Rochelle
Instructor - 1999 to 2001

English Composition, Critical Writing, and American Sign Language.

THEATRICAL WORK

Columbia University MFA Internships

School of the Arts - 1990 to 1991

Playwright's Associate to Arthur Kopit: Phantom national tour (1991) and Bone the Fish at Circle
Repertory Company (1990). Playwright's Associate to Peter Stone: original Broadway production
of The Will Rogers Follies (1991), Tony Award for Best Musical. Assistant Director to Jim Simpson:
world premiere of Mac Wellman's Sincerity Forever at Brooklyn Academy of Music (1990).

The Producer Circle
Script Consultant - 1990 to 1998

Literary criticism and script analysis for producers Martin Richards and Sam Crothers; eight years
of consultation on Broadway properties.

Helen Merrill Literary Agency
Script Consultant - 1988 to 1991

Script reading and dramatic feedback for one of the most influential theatrical literary agents of
her generation.

Arena Stage at the Mead Center
Script Consultant - 1987 to 1988

Script criticism working with Lloyd Rose, later chief theatre critic for The Washington Post, and
Jerry Manning.

Ford's Theatre

Assistant Director - October 1987 to January 1988

Assistant Director to David Bell for Ford's Theatre's annual musical production of A Christmas
Carol.
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The John F. Kennedy Center
Victory Awards Associate - July to October 1987

On-stage associate for The Victory Awards ceremony; walked Jim Brady on stage for what would
be his last public appearance walking unassisted.

ORIGINAL WORKS

Weeping Water Cafe
Stage Play and Television Production - 1986 to 1987

Original stage play written and directed, subsequently filmed for broadcast on KPTM Television,
Omaha.

Watershed
Original Film - 1985 to 1987

Feature film written, directed, and produced on location in Nebraska; supported by a Watershed
All University Fund Grant.

Murder in F-Flat
Serial Novel - 1983 to 1984

Serialized mystery novel published in The Daily Nebraskan over fourteen months.

Westborough Crusaders

Episodic Television Drama - 1981 to 1982

Eight-episode dramatic television series; two episodes written, produced, directed, and edited for
broadcast on Cablevision, shot on location in and around Lincoln, Nebraska. Won a Cable ACE
Award.

Drama of the Body
Original Theatre for Deaf Audiences - 2002

Original production at the Rutgers University Department of Theatre; pioneering work in
accessible theatrical performance.

BROADCAST & MEDIA

Boles.tv
Live Stream Host - 2020 to Present

Host of the Boles.tv live stream, continuing a four-decade career in broadcast media.

KOLN/KGIN-TV 10/11 News
Movie Critic - 1981 to 1988

Film critic for Nebraska superstations serving statewide audiences; earlier role as teenage movie
critic on Kidding Around (1980 to 1983).

Three Eagles Communications / KFOR 1240 AM
Radio Host - 1979 to 1987

Unique Youth weekly radio interview program; eight years of broadcast experience beginning at
age sixteen.
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Prairie Schooner
Editorial Assistant - 1985 to 1987

First undergraduate in the sixty-year history of the literary quarterly to serve as editorial
assistant.

EDITORIAL & PUBLISHING

Pearson Education
Critical Reading Project Reviewer - 2000 to 2002

Prentice Hall
Comparative Marketing Reviewer - 2000 to 2001

Macmillan / New Riders Publishing
Technical Editor - February to June 1998

Guild of British Camera Technicians
U.S. East Coast Correspondent, Eyepiece Magazine - 2001 to 2002

EDUCATION

Columbia University in the City of New York
Master of Fine Arts, Theatre

Oscar Hammerstein II Center for Graduate Theatre Studies, 1988 to 1991.

University of Nebraska-Lincoln
Bachelor of Arts, English

1983 to 1987.

HONORS, AWARDS & MEMBERSHIPS

Cable ACE Award (Westborough Crusaders, 1982) - Shubert Organization Presidential Scholar
(Renewed) - Librettist and Lyricist Summer Stipend - Watershed All University Fund Grant -
Vreeland Scholar

Dramatists Guild - Authors Guild - PEN America

LANGUAGES

American Sign Language: Native/Bilingual Proficiency - English: Native - Spanish: Professional
Working Proficiency - Old French: Reading Proficiency

CERTIFICATIONS

The Neuroscience of Learning - Vocal Production Techniques: Editing and Mixing in Pro Tools -
Foundations of Audio: Compression and Dynamic Processing - Amazon Web Services: Enterprise
Security
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